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Making the best out of roommate hell

Many problems

can be eased

in lieu of cutting ties altogether

By DONNA ROLANDO
SPECIAL TO THE RECORD

talking on the phone 24/7, and eat-
ing someone else’s

The by n is over — yes

roommates do go through a hon-
eymoon phase where they gloss
over differences — and you
decn‘led there’s no alternative but
. There may be some
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According to Rentcom, the
fastest way to make it to a room-
mate’s blacklist is by leaving the

kitchen or the living room a mess |by

all the time, said Peggy Abkemesier,
prmdentofRentoom.Othenda
tionship-threatening grij

came to light in a new Rentcom

problems can be worked through

wve |simply by talking about them and

not letting something trivial grow'
into something insurmountable.
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Evenlfroommawsareatthe justify a breakup are those dealing

vices in P k, said: “It's a
shame when it gets to that [a
breakup],”
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Borden said, there with safety, she said.
lmght into

be a chance to smooth roommate is inviting frien

because very often over their differences, especially if the home that make you feel un-
comfortable. If

the conﬁlcls are minor.

rules before they move in together.
“Sometimes it's a matter of com-
— that you're honest

su:vey are: using belongings with-

ut asking, blasting music, having |focus on

as:gmﬁmntotherwsnallﬂlehme,

about what’s bothering you. Try to
communicating and com-
ing up with ideas,” she said.

Wrong or ri
going to help us stay here [in the
apartment] so neither of us has to
take on a situation we can't afford,”
said Borden, such as one of them
getting stuck paying the rent alone.

More serious issues that might ment.
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in the

landlmd, she said, is that “in the

“Again it's a matter of looking at,
‘Is this a problem that can be
solved by talking to the other per-
son?’” she said.

pay
cannot truly be at home.

In “The Naked Roommate
Blog,” Harlan Cohen talked about
the roommate honeymoon — that

“initial time of unconditional love
‘when the roommate can do no
wrong.” As the weeks pass, “being
kind and courteous to a room-
mate from hell matters less and
less. ... That's when the venom
fgﬂﬂls, ‘and it doesn’t have to be

t way.”

Because tenants often have a

| MyFirstApartment
lydun’tdmwltmnanylmlgerthan

ithasto be,” themclemgeﬁsyet
forthesake sanity, avoid break-
gﬁup with a roommate in June
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Of course, the timing of your
move may have a lot to do when

- your lease is due to expire. “Truth

gkemmg,]' "Deavallnb' leﬁuoolflg&the_
lew Jersey Department m-
munity Affairs, describes how to
break a lease if a move is inevitable.
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