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Cool or casual? Sleek or sedate?
Your Kitchen style not only says a
lot about you, but sets the tone as
family and friends gather around
the hub of the home. -

A great way to determine your
kitchen style is to head to Luxe-
Home at the ‘handi
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magazines and websites. The Na-

- tional Kitchen and Bath Associa-

tion’s site, nkba.org, offers a
virtual gallery of kitchens.

Here's a look at three popular
Kkitchen styles:

Contemporary

The contemporary Kitchen is
| d and unadorned. It

Mart,
said Katherine Flaherty, the
Mart’s vice president.

“We have 100 kitchen displ.

appeals to people who like “clean
and sleek,” said Flaherty.

that are open to the public,” she
said. “The designers are ready to
talk to you to help you determine
which style’is you.”

Designing your own kitchen,
said Flaherty, is like giving your-
selfa haircut.

“You can do it, but there are
pros out there to help you. So take
advantage of them,” she said.

In addition to visiting builders’
models and kitchen showrooms,
Flaherty recommends combing

as
cabinets so the kitchen does not
look “kitchen-y” Cabinets are
flat-front wooden, steel or lac-
quered. Countertops are square-
edged, often metal or underlight-
ed glass. Light fixtures are works
ofart. Accessories are minimal.

Traditional

If you tell a designer you want a
traditional kitchen, she will steer
you toward cabinetry reminis-
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y design, with a touch of creativity. Eclectic in nature, they mix natural and man-made materials and finishes.

Ideas and tips for creating your dream cooking area

HATS &

cent of 18th- and 19th-century
furniture.

Lighting is more functional
than artsy, and accessories are
decidedly not funky. Countertops
are neutral, while backsplashes
may be tumbled stone. Flooring is
made of tried-and-true woods and
patterns. Trimwork . features
flutes, columns, beadboard or; at
the high end, a coffered ceiling.
Blue Danube china feels right at
home.

Traditional can be Old World
formal with cherry cabinetry or
farmhouse  informal  with
painted-white cabinets and rustic
additions such as wooden coun-
tertops, scraped wooden flooring
and farm sinks.

“It is more sophisticated than
what we used to call country,” said
Alan Zielinski, NKBA president-
elect and president of Better
Kitchens Inc. in Niles. “It’s rustic
but fresh.”



‘The backdrop is
enough to carry it into the next
decade, but the kitchen has
luck to qualify it for a
lpmd.l'brthpnmod-
npmadbut

cabinets or televisions to watch

cooking shows.

Islands have replaced peninsu-
las and are more often bar height.
Their stools welcome visitors as
thm@theyarepartoﬂheneigh
‘borhood pub or martini bar, de-
pending on their style.

Demographics matter

Buyers’ demographles affect
kitchen designs, said Zielinski.

modern

set the

said

%m colors or white.
uniers e limestone,
Product and semi-custom
homebuilders tend to offer more
choices now,

It’s your kitchen i3

Regardless on.he styla, home-
owners want tailor-
made for their

will make the homeowner’s life
easier.

Today’s HGTV- watchl.ng Inter-
net-cruising buyer is educated
and not brand loyal, said the

designers.

“She wants the kitchen to work
for her instead of being a status
symbol, even at the high end,”
said Zielinski. “If it's a remodel,

- Contemporary mchcm are ducrlbpd as
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The traditional kitchen is a blend of English and American designs from 18th- and 19th-century designs.

she says, ‘This house may be from
mymothar’sem.hntldon’twsnt
my mother’s kitchen. "
“c«mtempornrx transitional or
traditional, the kitchen will not;
out of style qulckly if it is done
right,” said Flaherty. “Look at the

1950s ‘modern’ kitchens. They're
still stylish.”

Gone are the days of closing the
kitchen door while shooing the
guests into the living room. Like
its occupants, the Kkitchen is
multitasking, inviting family and

friends to eat, work and relax. Its

said Bryant as she recently
cooked for a family graduation
party. “This is where we spend
our time.”
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